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oo incidents which occcurred the last week in Decanber 1948
appeasyr to bear out chargses made by the Demoeratic Party thatb

the Frse Thal undarground‘gfoup and Blamese police sre politicsl
tools of the coup d%etat group now in powsr:

8. An officer of the Criminsl Iavestigation Depsrtwent sdmitted
in court duping the trisl of Nal Aroconis case to Alsgqualify
Nei Dlirek Jalyenama a2 a winmer in the Bangkok August by~elections
that he had been detalled to attend Democratic Party meetinga.
This admission was made by the CID officer in response Lo
questioning by Phya Pridm, Wei Aroont?s father. (%Nal Aroon
Sgengsawan Vetana ?). The case wag brought to court 28 Hai
Direk had defeated Wael Aroocm by only a scors of votes, although
both earndidates polled a record wvote,

bes The Slamese languags daily SERI reported that Free Thails

who recenily met in Hue Hin ars still politisally active snd
- ars using government funds., &8 e result of this article, the

#Xivedibér of SERI, Nai Bawmrung Kritsart, was arrested 30 Dscember
by CID and held incomwunicado without ball. Police Chief
Phra Fhlcharn Pholakit told nswswmon Naei Bamrung hed besn
arrosted for charging that the present government fostered a
Comwenist platform; members of the SERIT staff discredlt this
explenation, '

The arrest of the editor of SERI is reported to be the first

of many planned by the government, now that Parliament has adjourned.
Promler Thamrong toeld the mess zetion wonld heve o be taken

against certain papers, spscifically RIATISAK, for "indisecrast.:» e
mathods®. The Premier hes dlscontinued regular pross interviews

and can only be reached by newspapsrmen through s strist secretarial
cordon.

The Free Thai ianfluence in polities iz fllustrsted by the fact

that all ministerial secretariats arve held by young Free Thal members
regardless of training. A group of ovsr two hundred Fiee Thals

wers gunests at a dinner glven by the Minister of Finance, Wichit
Lulithanon, 29 December. The principal toast of the svening was
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